
 1 

ALL THINGS NEW 
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Revelation 21:1-5 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Let’s do a little survey this morning.  You don’t have to raise your hand, but just answer the 

questions in your mind.  I assume that you all got something new for Christmas.  Can you think 

of three gifts you received this past Christmas? …….  Now go back to the Christmas before that.  

Can you think of two new gifts you received two years ago for Christmas?......  Now go back one 

more year.  Can you remember one gift you received at Christmas three years ago? ...... 

 

Well how did you do?  Could you think of three gifts you received this past Christmas?  Maybe 

you only thought of one.  Could you remember two things you got two years ago?  How about 

three years ago?  Could you remember just one thing that you received three years ago?   

 

You might be wondering what the point of this little survey is.  The point I want to make is that 

when we get something new it is very exciting for a while, but before long the excitement fades 

and I suspect that most of us, in time, forget about it altogether.   What is new doesn’t seem to 

hold its attraction for very long.  Before long our attention and desires are drawn to some other 

thing that we just have to have.  The new clothes we got for Easter, if you got a new dress or 

shirt, don’t seem so new anymore.  The birthday present you received at your last birthday isn’t 

so exciting anymore.  We always want something new! 

 

This recurring human desire for something new doesn’t only have to do with toys or material 

possessions.  We are in a constant search for new solutions to our problems, for new hope and 

joy in our life, a new image perhaps, or a new purpose, a new dream to follow.   

 

We search for something new to give our life meaning and purpose, to bring a sense of 

fulfillment or accomplishment — a new relationship, a new job, a new home in a new location 

— anything to lift us out of the ordinary, hum-drum routine of our daily existence.   

 

We certainly do need that kind of a lift.  We need joy and purpose and fulfillment in our lives.  

But when we depend on our own efforts to achieve these things, we quickly discover that all 

the “new” things in the world soon grow old.  New clothes fade, new toys break, new solutions 

only bring new problems.  Our creative energies are sapped because we are separated from the 

Source of our energy and life.  In a newspaper editorial, Ron Dreher, columnist for the Winnipeg 

Free Press, put it very well:  “In a culture with an insatiable craving for sensation, boredom 

becomes the root of all evil.” 
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It hasn’t always been this way.  Before the fall every day was a new day for Adam and Eve — 

every day was a day of joy and wonder and fulfillment.  There was no dullness, no drudgery.  

New things didn’t grow old, they just kept on being renewed in the innocence and wonder of 

that earthly paradise.  That’s because there was a perfect harmony and Adam and Eve had a 

perfect relationship with God.  He was with them daily and every day they looked forward to 

being with Him, walking with Him and talking to Him.   

 

But Adam and Eve’s sinful rebellion ended that perfect relationship.  And it also ended the joy 

and fulfillment in their lives.  From now on, there would be, not only pain and hardship, but also 

estrangement and alienation from one another and from God.  And there would be death, the 

ultimate destination for a meaningless existence.  So now mankind’s search for joy and meaning 

and fulfillment began.  It was ultimately a search for God — for the restoration of that perfect 

relationship with God that once was, but now was lost.  But we looked for it in all the wrong 

places.  For Adam and Eve’s firstborn, Cain, personal fulfillment could only come from being 

acknowledged as # 1, and when he wasn’t, he rose up in anger and killed his brother Abel.  For 

the people of Sodom and Gomorrah it was finding personal fulfillment in sexual perversion so 

great that God destroyed both cities.  For King Ahab, it was Nabboth’s vineyard.  If only he could 

have that vineyard for his own he would be happy.  But that search for fulfillment ultimately 

lead only to Nabboth’s death and God’s judgment on Ahab and his evil wife Jezebel.   

 

Their search for paradise isn’t much different from ours, is it?  We keep looking but never 

finding.  We keep searching, but often in the wrong places, thinking that perhaps something 

new will bring us peace and happiness — whether it be a new toy, a new relationship, or a new 

attitude.  But as long as we rely on our own efforts and as long as our desires and efforts are 

away from God’s plan for us, we will fail.  We will find no lasting peace. 

 

We will find no lasting peace until we realize that the very thing we long for — a restored 

relationship with God — is God’s gift to us in Jesus Christ.   St. John tells us that the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, made his home among us.  Jesus didn’t remove the pain 

and sorrow and frustration and fear and death from us, but He made these things his own.  He 

makes our tears His tears, our crying His crying, our mourning His mourning, our pain His pain, 

our death his death.  Crushed and killed by the very things that crush us, he redeems us and 

restores us.  Death has been conquered and now becomes the portal to life, and WE become a 

new creation.   

 

In the midst of our reality, God dwells with us today, in Jesus!  That word “dwells” really means 

“to tabernacle”, “to tent”.  It’s a concept that goes back to the days when the Children of Israel 

were camped at the foot of Mt. Sinai.  God gave the people instructions to build a Tabernacle 

— a place where God would be a present reality in the midst of the people as they traveled 

through the wilderness.  When the tabernacle was all ready, God moved into this great tent.  

Listen to this description from Exodus 40:  “Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and 

the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because 
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the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  In all the travels 

of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out to 

travel; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out — until the day it lifted.  So the cloud of 

the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all 

the house of Israel during all their travels.” 

 

God tabernacles with us, in our life’s journey. He comes to us in His Word of forgiveness and 

life.  Jesus doesn’t just “make new things” for us, but he “makes all things new.”  In Holy Baptism, 

water embraced by the Word is “new” water, a life-giving water.  One of our former students is 

a young woman from Korea.  Her name is Serena and while she lived with us she was catechized 

and on a very special day, I baptized her.  When she left our home, Serena wrote about the 

significance of her baptism.  She said:  “The most important thing in the church was the baptism.  

That day was another birthday for me.  I can’t forget that in all my life.  I thank you for receiving 

me as a member of your church...”   In Baptism Serena experienced what is true for all baptized 

people -- “another birthday” -- a brand new life given by God! 

 

Bread and wine embraced by the Word of God are the very body and blood of Christ, providing 

new sustenance for God’s new creation.  We, ourselves, become that “new creation” 

transformed by His own death and resurrection.   Old, broken down relationships can be made 

new by His power.  Old, broken down marriages can be renewed.  Old, broken down people 

have hope and new life.   

 

Everything is made new in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  We rejoice because 

he creates a new heart within us and restores to us the joy of His salvation.  We celebrate 

because he renews a right spirit within us and “tabernacles” with us on our life’s journey, 

sustaining and upholding us by His presence in Word and Sacrament.  And as we continue our 

journey, we look forward to that time when all things are consummated, when we see with our 

eyes the “new Jerusalem” where God will dwell among his people for all eternity!   

 

“Behold, I am making all things new!”, Jesus says.  That Word breathes new life into us.  We can 

rejoice as we are turned from looking inside ourselves and from thinking that we can somehow 

do something that will last forever.  That has been done already in Jesus!  He makes all things 

new!  As you receive His Word and blessing through your ears and in your mouths, you are 

made over, restored, redeemed — not just for a few months or years, but for all eternity.  

Everything is being made new, and everything will be new when Jesus comes to end all suffering 

and sadness!  Until He comes, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, where true joys are found.  Keep 

your eyes fixed on Jesus whenever your old Adam or old Eve, tempts you to find a different 

source of joy, excitement or fulfillment.  Living your life in Him is the only thing that will keep 

all things new. 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 


