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The	18th	SUNDAY	AFTER	PENTECOST		
October	4,	2020		
PROPER	22	
	
The	Lessons:		 Isaiah	5:1-7	
	 	 	 Psalm	80:7-19	
	 	 	 Philippians	3:4b-14	
	 	 	 Matthew	21:33-46	
	
The	Hymns:		 	 #	912	(1-3)	 	 “Christ	is	Our	Cornerstone”	
	 	 	 #	273	(LW1-3,5)		 “Amid	the	World’s	Bleak	Wilderness”	
	 	 	 #	691	(1-4)	 	 “Fruitful	Trees,	the	Spirit’s	Sowing”	
	
The	 Collect:	 Gracious	 God,	 You	 gave	 Your	 Son	 into	 the	 hands	 of	 sinful	 men	 who	 killed	 Him.		
Forgive	 us	 when	 we	 reject	 Your	 unfailing	 love,	 and	 grant	 us	 the	 fullness	 of	 your	 salvation;	
through	Jesus	Christ,	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	You	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	
and	forever.	Amen.		
	
	
The	Sermon:		
“Vineyard	for	Rent”	
Text:		Matthew	21:33-43	

	
“There	was	a	master	of	a	house	who	planted	a	vineyard	and	put	a	fence	around	it	and	dug	a	
winepress	in	it	and	built	a	tower	and	leased	it	to	tenants	and	went	into	another	country.”	
	
Dear	Friends	in	Christ:	
	
“Amid	the	world’s	bleak	wilderness”	—	it’s	a	wilderness	we’ve	seen	over	and	over	again	—	Texas,	
the	 Gulf	 coast,	 the	 relentless	 devastation	 of	 pounding	 wind	 and	 rain,	 flooded	 coastlands	 and	
cities.	 	 In	 various	 places	 throughout	 the	 world,	 factories	 and	 schools	 crushed	 by	 the	 violent	
eruption	 of	 a	 quaking	 earth,	 and	 the	 aftermath	 of	 human	 suffering,	 deprivation,	 the	 agony	 of	
waiting	for	rescue,	searching	for	survivors,	searching	for	the	dead.		And	then	as	if	nature’s	wrath	
wasn’t	 enough,	 a	madman,	 calculating,	 deliberately	 planning	 the	maximum	 human	 carnage	 he	
could	inflict	on	an	unsuspecting	crowd,	lives	forever	altered,	a	reality	brought	to	our	living	rooms	
in	vivid	color,	the	horror	of	a	moment	repeated	endlessly	—	amid	the	world’s	bleak	wilderness.		
	
“Amid	the	world’s	bleak	wilderness	a	vineyard	grows	with	promise	green”.		Green	is	the	liturgical	
color	for	the	season	of	the	church	year	following	Pentecost.		Green	is	the	color	of	growth	and	the	
theme	of	 this	 season	 is	 the	 growth	of	 the	Christian	 in	 faith	 and	 in	works	of	 love.	 	As	we	draw	
closer	 to	 the	 end	 of	 the	 church	 year	we	 ought	 to	 be	 realizing	 that	 God	 expects	 us	 to	 grow	 in	
maturity	 of	 faith	 and	 that	 one	 day	 He	will	 gather	 His	 harvest	 of	 believers	 home	 to	 himself	 in	
heaven.		This	theme	will	be	reflected	during	the	month	of	November	with	“All	Saints	Day”	which	
reminds	us	of	 the	harvest	of	 souls	 already	 received	 into	 the	heavenly	granary.	 	The	 remaining	
Sundays	 in	November	will	 draw	 our	 attention	 to	 the	 end	 times	 and	what	 God’s	Word	 teaches	
about	the	last	days.	Next	week	a	national	day	of	Thanksgiving	will	also	help	us	think	about	some	
of	these	themes	as	remember	and	give	thanks	to	God	for	all	His	blessings	to	us.			
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Our	text	draws	us	to	consider	the	green	vineyard	which	God	has	planted	in	the	bleak	wilderness	
of	 this	 world.	 	 The	 hymn	we	 just	 sang,	 which	 unfortunately	 did	 not	make	 it	 into	 our	 current	
hymnal,	 vividly	 portrays	 this	 bleak	wilderness.	 	 In	 your	mind	 you	 can	 picture	 a	world	 that	 is	
forlorn	 and	 drab,	 hues	 of	 grey	 and	 brown	 --	 offering	 no	 promise	 of	 hope	 or	 life	 --	 a	 spiritual	
wasteland.		But	then,	as	you	survey	this	barren	wilderness,	your	attention	is	caught	by	the	most	
beautiful	green	speck	of	growth	--	the	planting	of	the	Lord,	Himself.		It	is	a	vineyard,	and	it	is	for	
rent	--	 in	need	of	 loving	and	dedicated	caretakers	who	will	 faithfully	 labor	to	bring	in	the	most	
pleasing	harvest.		Who	will	manage	this	property	for	the	owner?		And	what	are	the	terms	of	the	
lease?					
	
Before	you	hear	the	terms	you	must	understand	that	this	parcel	is	in	excellent	condition.		God	is	
the	owner	and	as	owner	He	has	invested	much	in	its	development.		He	certainly	did	so	for	Israel	
in	today’s	Old	Testament	Lesson.		Listen	to	all	the	labor	He	invested:		“My	beloved	had	a	vineyard	
on	a	very	fertile	hill.		He	dug	it	and	cleared	it	of	stones	and	planted	it	with	choice	vines.		He	built	a	
watch	tower	 in	the	midst	of	 it	and	hewed	out	a	wine	vat	 in	 it.”	 	 	 	Only	a	 farmer	on	the	prairies	
knows	 how	much	 effort	 it	 takes	 to	 clear	 a	 field	 of	 stones.	 	 Today	 there	 are	mechanical	 “rock	
pickers”,	but	then	it	was	by	hand	--	hard,	backbreaking	labor.			
	
God	had	invested	much	labor	in	His	vineyard,	Israel.		He	made	great	promises	to	the	Patriarchs,	
Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob.		Mightily	He	rescued	and	delivered	them	from	the	Egyptians.		Lovingly	
He	provided	 for	 them	on	 their	 journey	 through	 the	wilderness.	He	defeated	 their	 enemies	and	
established	them	in	the	land	He	had	promised	to	give	them.		When	they	disobeyed	and	followed	
other	gods,	He	sent	prophets	to	confront	them	with	their	sin	and	to	call	them	to	return	to	Him	in	
faith	 and	 obedience.	 	 	 And	 in	 spite	 of	 their	many	 sins	 of	 disobedience	He	 eagerly,	with	 a	 dear	
Father’s	 love	forgave	them	when	they	repented.	 	Yes,	God	went	to	extraordinary	 lengths	to	put	
His	 vineyard	 in	 excellent	 condition.	 	 He	 has	 done	 the	 same	 for	 us	 through	 the	 Gospel	 of	 His	
beloved	Son,	 Jesus	Christ.	 	Through	the	Gospel	He	has	called	and	gathered	and	preserved	us	as	
His	own	possession.			
	
The	treasure	of	the	Gospel	has	been	handed	down	from	one	generation	to	another	until	it	finally	
has	reached	us	today	in	our	generation.		Through	all	these	centuries	God	has	taken	care	to	guard	
and	 protect	 the	 true	 faith,	 defending	 it	 from	 error,	 raising	 up	 servants	 to	witness	 to	 the	 truth	
even	in	the	face	of	much	opposition	and	hardship.		We	think	of	such	reformers	of	the	church	as	
Dr.	 Martin	 Luther	 who	 restored	 the	 Gospel	 as	 the	 heart	 and	 core	 of	 the	 Christian	 faith.	 	 We	
remember	that	over	500	years	ago	Luther	challenged	the	sale	of	indulgences	and	thus	began	the	
reformation	of	the	church.	 	In	many	other	ways	God	has	taken	significant	steps	to	maintain	His	
vineyard	so	that	it	will	continue	to	provide	life	and	salvation	to	this	bleak	and	barren	world.			
	
This	precious	property,	 this	 fertile	and	promising	vineyard	He	has	now	“rented	out”	 to	us.	 	We	
have	 become	 the	 custodians	 of	 His	 vineyard,	 the	 caretakers	 of	 His	 message	 of	 love	 and	
forgiveness	of	sins	through	the	atonement	of	Christ.		He	has	entrusted	it	to	us	by	His	grace.		We	
didn’t	deserve	to	be	called,	gathered,	enlightened	and	sanctified.		Because	of	our	sinful	nature,	we	
belong	 out	 there	 in	 the	 bleak	barrenness	 of	 the	world,	without	 hope	 and	without	God.	 	 That’s	
what	we	deserved.		That	was	our	birthright.		But	by	virtue	of	His	great	love	and	mercy	He	granted	
us	life	and	salvation	through	the	saving	merits	of	Jesus	Christ,	and	has	now	charged	us	with	the	
great	and	awesome	responsibility	of	managing	His	vineyard.			
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As	tenants,	God	expects	us	to	pay	Him	rent	–	but	it	is	rent	in	kind.		As	He	has	blessed	us,	so	we	are	
to	be	a	blessing	to	others.		As	He	first	loved	us,	so	we	are	to	love	one	another.		As	the	vine	of	faith	
grows	 in	us,	 it	will	produce	 its	 fruits.	 	St.	Paul	 tells	us	what	 those	 fruits	of	 faith	are:	 	Love,	 joy,	
peace,	patience,	kindness,	goodness,	faithfulness,	gentleness	and	self-control.	 	 	 	As	we	mature	in	
faith,	we	will	respond	and	produce	those	fruits	for	our	Lord	that	He	Himself	first	produced	for	us.		
He	 forgave	 us,	 we	 forgive	 others.	 	 He	 loved	 us,	 we	 love	 others.	 	 He	 showed	 compassion	 and	
mercy,	we	also	show	compassion	and	mercy.		He	reconciled	us	to	God,	we	become	reconciled	to	
those	with	whom	we	are	alienated.			
	
Our	fruit	bearing	is	not	a	chore.		It	is	not	a	way	to	ingratiate	ourselves	with	the	owner.		It	is	not	a	
payment	 for	His	gift	of	salvation.	 	 It	 IS	a	spontaneous	outpouring	 in	response	to	 the	wonderful	
benefits	which	God	first	poured	out	upon	us.			
	
Now,	in	this	relationship	between	the	owner	of	the	vineyard	and	the	tenants	certain	difficulties	
are	 encountered.	 	 God	 had	 difficulties	with	His	 renters	 in	 the	 past.	 	 In	His	 parable	 Jesus	 says:		
“When	the	harvest	time	approached,	he	sent	his	servants	to	the	tenants	to	collect	his	fruit.	 	The	
tenants	seized	his	servants;	they	beat	one,	killed	another,	and	stoned	a	third.		Then	he	sent	other	
servants	to	them,	more	than	the	first	time,	and	the	tenants	treated	them	the	same	way.”					
	
Whenever	God	sent	His	prophets	to	Israel	--	to	warn	them,	to	call	them	to	repentance,	they	were	
treated	shamefully.	 	They	were	despised	and	rejected.	 	Their	message	was	ignored.	 	Some	were	
beat	 up	 and	 stoned,	 others	 were	 even	 killed	 for	 their	 attempts	 to	 call	 the	 people	 to	 true	
repentance.		“O	Jerusalem,	Jerusalem”,	Jesus	once	lamented.		“You	who	kill	the	prophets	and	stone	
those	sent	to	you,	how	often	I	have	longed	to	gather	your	children	together,	as	a	hen	gathers	her	
chicks	under	her	wings,	but	you	were	not	willing.”			
	
When	God’s	messengers	 told	 the	people	 that	God	expected	 them	to	deal	with	others	 justly	and	
mercifully	and	that	He	demanded	good	works	in	place	of	empty	sacrifice,	they	were	rejected.		The	
people	would	not	heed	their	warning	that	a	day	of	accounting	would	soon	come	--	the	day	when	
the	owner	would	himself	return	to	receive	his	harvest.			
	
Finally,	in	hopes	that	they	would	listen,	the	owner	sends	His	own	Son.		But	they	even	kill	the	Son.		
“This	is	the	heir”,	they	said.		“Come,	let’s	kill	him	and	take	his	inheritance.”		So	they	took	him	and	
threw	him	out	of	the	vineyard	and	killed	him.	 	How	clear	and	to	the	point	Jesus	is	in	predicting	
His	own	rejection	by	the	Jewish	leaders	who	were	responsible	for	taking	care	of	the	vineyard	of	
Israel.	 	The	heavenly	Father	had	sent	His	own	Son	from	all	eternity	to	proclaim	repentance	and	
the	forgiveness	of	sins.		But	they	plotted	against	Him	and	crucified	Him.			
	
Yes,	God	had	difficulties	with	his	renters.		He	still	has	difficulties	with	His	renters	today.		He	has	
difficulty	with	us	when	we	fail	to	love	His	mission	to	the	world.		He	wants	us	to	work	earnestly	at	
transforming	this	world’s	bleak	wilderness	by	the	power	of	the	Gospel	into	His	kingdom	of	grace.		
But	 often	we	 don’t	 catch	 the	 vision	 and	we’re	 not	willing	 to	 pay	 the	 price.	 	When	we	 are	 too	
concerned	 about	 satisfying	 our	 own	 needs	 and	 desires,	 we	 fail	 to	 have	 that	 great	 desire	 and	
purpose	for	which	He	has	called	us.		He	wants	us	to	work	the	vineyard	--	to	expand	its	borders,	to	
transform	 the	 bleakness	 and	 darkness	 of	 this	 world	 with	 the	 light	 and	 joy	 of	 His	 salvation.			
Where	people	are	despairing	He	wants	us	 to	bring	 them	hope.	 	Where	 they	see	only	death,	He	
wants	us	to	show	them	life.			
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He	also	has	difficulty	with	us	when	we	fail	to	love	the	people	God	created.		They	are	victims	of	the	
wilderness	of	sin	and	its	devastations.	The	world	uses	them,	abuses	them	and	throws	them	away	
as	worthless.	 	We	have	the	life-giving	treasure	of	forgiveness	and	peace	with	God	to	offer	them.		
We	have	the	very	Son	of	God	to	give	them.	 	For	God	loved	them	so	much	that	He	gave	His	only	
begotten	Son	so	that	whoever	believes	in	Him	should	not	perish,	but	have	eternal	life.		We	know	
that	God	loves	people	that	much	--	the	Bible	tells	us	so.			But	when	WE	fail	to	love	them	enough	to	
tell	them	about	their	Savior,	then	we	are	not	the	tenants	God	wants	working	in	His	vineyard.		In	
view	of	these	difficulties,	 the	Owner	of	the	vineyard	takes	action.	 	And	the	first	action	He	takes	
doesn’t	seem	like	action	at	all.		It	seems	like	inactivity.		The	Owner	of	the	Vineyard	acts	with	great	
PATIENCE	and	RESTRAINT.			
	
God	kept	on	sending	His	servants,	the	prophets,	to	Israel.		He	sent	major	prophets	like	Elijah	and	
Elisha	and	Isaiah	and	Jeremiah	and	Ezekiel.	 	And	He	sent	minor	prophets	 like	Amos	and	Hosea	
and	 Micah	 and	 Malachai	 and	 many	 others.	 	 Through	 those	 servants	 He	 dealt	 lovingly	 and	
patiently	with	the	rebel	tenants.	 	We	would	have	reacted	differently.	 	If	we	had	been	the	owner	
we	would	have	responded	with	anger	and	vengeance.		But	God	kept	on	sending	Prophets	to	warn	
and	restore	the	people.		So	great	was	His	love	for	them	that	He	would	not	let	them	go.		He	even	
went	 so	 far	 as	 to	 send	 His	 only	 Son.	 	 Through	 Christ’s	 death	 God	 atoned	 for	 the	 tenants’	
selfishness	and	for	ours.		To	what	great	lengths	God	went	to	demonstrate	His	love	and	patience.			
	
And	He	 is	 still	 dealing	patiently	with	us.	 	 Even	 though	we	do	not	 always	 love	His	mission	 and	
though	frequently	we	fail	to	show	love	to	His	people,	He	is	still	dealing	patiently	with	us,	giving	us	
time	to	bring	forth	the	fruits	of	faith.		He	keeps	on	loving	us	and	forgiving	us	and	seeking	our	love	
--	the	produce	and	harvest	of	faith.		But	God’s	patience	does	have	a	limit.		When	the	Jews	rejected	
Christ,	God	gave	 the	vineyard	 to	 the	gentiles.	 	The	Gospel	message,	 the	promises	and	power	of	
God	was	given	to	other	tenants	--	the	Christian	Church.		There	is	a	great	warning	here	for	us	who	
have	been	brought	into	the	Vineyard	by	God’s	grace.		Jesus	declares,	“Therefore,	I	tell	you	that	the	
kingdom	of	God	will	be	taken	away	from	you	and	given	to	a	people	who	will	produce	its	fruit.”		If	
we	reject	Christ,	the	Gospel	will	be	taken	from	us	and	given	to	others.			
	
The	Vineyard	is	God’s.	 	He	can	give	it	to	the	tenants	He	chooses.	 	And	He	can	take	it	away	from	
those	who	 despise	 or	 neglect	 it.	 	 God’s	 sign	 is	 still	 out:	 	 Vineyard	 for	 rent.	 	 The	 terms	 are	 as	
generous	as	they	can	be.		What	a	privilege	to	be	a	tenant	in	God’s	vineyard	and	to	bring	Him	the	
Fruits	of	His	harvest!		Today	is	a	day	to	remember	and	give	thanks	to	God	for	all	His	blessings	to	
us.		We	can	declare	our	thankfulness	through	our	hymns	and	prayers,	but	true	thanksgiving	is	to	
be	 faithful	 workers	 in	 God's	 vineyard,	 laboring	 all	 our	 life	 long	 to	 bring	 in	 a	 harvest	 of	
thanksgiving	to	our	faithful	God.	May	we	do	so	with	great	joy	as	faithful	tenants	of	His	Vineyard.		
In	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		Amen.	


