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ALL	SAINTS’	DAY	
November	1,	2020	
	
The	Lessons:		 	 Revelation	7:9-17	
	 	 	 Psalm	149	
	 	 	 1	John	3:1-3	
	 	 	 Matthew	5:1-12	
	
The	Hymns:		 	 #	677	(1-4)	 	 For	All	the	Saints	
	 	 	 #	949	(1-3)	 	 Heavenly	Hosts	in	Ceaseless	Worship	
	 	 	 #	932	(1-3)	 	 Jesus	Sat	with	His	Disciple	
	 	 	 #	677	(5,6,8)	 	 For	All	the	Saints	
	
The	 Collect:	 Almighty	 and	 everlasting	 God,	 You	 knit	 together	 Your	 faithful	 people	 of	 all	 times	 and	
places	into	one	holy	communion,	the	mystical	body	of	Your	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	 	Grant	us	so	to	follow	
Your	 blessed	 saints	 n	 all	 virtuous	 and	 godly	 living	 that,	 together	 with	 them,	we	may	 come	 to	 the	
unspeakable	joys	You	have	prepared	for	those	who	love	You;	through	Jesus	Christ,	our	Lord,	who	lives	
and	reigns	with	You	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	forever.	Amen.		
	
	
The	Sermon:	
The	Blessed		
All	Saints’	Day		
Matthew	5:1-12		
	
The	Word	of	the	Lord	from	Matthew	5:	“Blessed	are	you.”	This	is	the	Word	of	the	Lord.	
		
Dear	Friends	in	Christ	Jesus,	
	
I	 want	 you	 all	 to	 be	 blessed.	 In	 fact,	 I	 want	 you	 all	 to	 be	 saints.	 Our	 Gospel	 lesson	 is	 perfect	 for	
observing	All	Saints’	Day:	some	have	said	that	these	beatitudes	are	the	highest	description	of	holiness	
that	you	will	find	in	the	Bible,	even	more	so	than	the	Ten	Commandments.	If	you	have	such	holiness,	
then	you	are	blessed.	You’re	saints!		
	
But	how	are	we	to	read	these	beatitudes	properly?	There	are	different	ways	to	read	them,	and	some	
will	 leave	 you	 far	 from	 holy	 and	 blessed.	 We’ll	 look	 at	 the	 beatitudes	 two	 different	 ways:	 first,	
according	to	the	Law	of	God,	and	then	according	to	Christ.		
	
I.	The	Beatitudes	According	to	the	Law		
You	know	how	the	Law	goes:	 if	 you	do	 it,	 you	will	be	blessed.	 If	 you	don’t,	 you’ll	be	cursed.	Many	
times,	people	preach	and	hear	these	beatitudes	according	to	the	Law,	as	if	they’re	if/then	statements	
of	reward	that	are	yours	to	achieve.	The	attractive	thing	about	preaching	the	beatitudes	according	to	
the	Law	is	that	the	sermon	can	be	so	motivational:	there’s	a	lot	of	blessings	to	be	had…if	you	put	in	
the	work.	
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So,	take	“Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”	If	this	is	according	to	the	
Law,	then	it	means	that	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	yours	as	long	as	you	are	poor	in	spirit.	As	long	as	
you	are	humble	and	don’t	take	pride	in	yourself	or	your	things,	then	you	are	blessed.	If	you	become	
proud	of	yourself	or	your	things,	then	you	will	be	cursed.		
	
To	keep	you	on	your	toes,	one	might	ask	why	way	of	motivation,	“Are	you	really	poor	in	spirit?”	How	
poor	in	spirit	do	you	have	to	be?	When	are	you	humble	enough,	and	how	do	you	know?		
	
“Blessed	 are	 those	 who	 mourn,	 for	 they	 shall	 be	 comforted.”	 According	 to	 the	 Law,	 you	 will	 be	
comforted	as	long	as	you	mourn.	Mourn	what?	Your	sinfulness.	If	you	mourn,	you	will	be	comforted.	
How	do	you	know	that	you’ve	mourned	enough	to	be	blessed?	Doesn’t	say.	Better	keep	mourning.		
	
“Blessed	are	the	meek,	for	they	shall	inherit	the	earth.”	The	meek	don’t	usually	take	over	the	world.	
But	as	 long	as	you’re	humble	enough,	the	earth	will	be	yours.	That’s	also	something	worth	working	
for.	But	how	meek	do	you	have	to	be?		
	
“Blessed	are	those	who	hunger	and	thirst	for	righteousness,	for	they	shall	be	satisfied.”	If	you	hunger	
and	 thirst	 for	 righteousness,	 you’ll	 get	 it.	 Are	 you	 hungry	 enough?	 How	 much	 do	 you	 crave	
righteousness	in	your	life?	
		
“Blessed	are	the	merciful,	for	they	shall	receive	mercy.”	If	you	are	merciful	to	others,	God	will	then	be	
merciful	to	you.	You	know	what	I’m	going	to	say	now,	don’t	you?	“How	merciful	do	you	have	to	be?	
When	are	you	merciful	enough	to	be	sure	of	God’s	blessing?”	
		
“Blessed	are	the	pure	in	heart,	for	they	shall	see	God.”	From	Exodus	33,	you	know	that	a	sinner	can’t	
look	 upon	 the	 face	 of	God	 and	 live.	 You’ve	 got	 to	 be	 pure—not	 just	 on	 the	 outside,	 but	 from	 the	
heart.	So	if	you’re	pure,	you	will	see	God.	But…how	pure	in	heart	do	you	have	to	be?	After	all,	“half-
pure”	means	“impure.”	“99%	pure”	means	“1%	defiled.”	How	hard	do	you	have	to	work	at	purity	in	
order	to	be	blessed	with	seeing	God?	
		
“Blessed	are	the	peacemakers,	for	they	shall	be	called	sons	of	God.”	Be	at	peace	with	others.	Make	
friends	out	of	enemies.	Bring	peace	to	others	who	are	at	odds	with	one	another.	It	makes	you	a	son	of	
God,	an	heir	of	heaven.	Of	course,	the	question:	how	many	peace	deals	do	you	have	to	broker	before	
you	qualify	as	a	son	of	God?		
	
“Blessed	are	those	who	are	persecuted	for	righteousness’	sake,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”	
You	don’t	have	to	seek	out	persecution.	If	you’re	working	hard	at	keeping	these	beatitudes,	it	will	find	
you	 soon	enough	and	 start	 to	 slap	 you	around.	But	 it	 should	be	 asked	how	much	persecution	 you	
have	 to	 endure	 for	 the	 blessing,	 just	 to	make	 sure	 you	don’t	 run	 away	 from	 suffering	 too	 soon.	 It	
would	be	terrible	to	reach	a	9	out	of	10	on	the	persecuted	scale,	and	then	run	away	before	you	were	
blessed!		
	
Enough!	We’ll	save	the	final	beatitude	for	a	little	bit	 later.	You’ve	heard	what	it	means	to	run	these	
beatitudes	according	to	the	Law.	We’re	used	to	running	things	according	to	the	Law	in	matters	of	this	
life,	because	this	life	runs	according	to	the	Law.	“Blessed	are	those	who	study	hard,	because	they	will	
get	 good	 grades.”	 “Blessed	 are	 those	who	 go	 the	 extra	mile	 at	 work,	 because	 the	 promotion	 and	



	 3	

corner	 office	 will	 be	 theirs.”	 “Blessed	 are	 those	 who	 remove	 the	 empty	 milk	 carton	 from	 the	
refrigerator,	for	they	shall	receive	their	spouse’s	approval.”	That’s	how	life	in	this	world	works.		
	
But	the	beatitudes	aren’t	talking	about	worldly	success—they’re	talking	about	the	blessing	of	God’s	
favor,	the	blessing	of	being	righteous	before	Him.	There’s	no	sliding	scale.	In	this	world,	if	you	study	
harder,	you	might	go	from	an	F	to	a	C:	not	perfect,	but	better	than	where	you	were.	When	it	comes	to	
righteousness,	 it’s	 pass/fail.	 It’s	 righteous	 or	 sinful.	 It’s	 blessed	 or	 cursed.	 It’s	 not	 like	 you	 can	 be	
somewhat	poor	in	spirit,	and	thus	get	a	smaller	apartment	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven	without	a	river	
view.	 It’s	 all	 or	nothing.	 You	have	 to	mourn	perfectly,	be	perfectly	meek	and	merciful	 and	pure,	 in	
order	to	receive	these	blessings.	Maybe	that’s	why,	 the	first	eight	beatitudes	start	out	“Blessed	are	
those…;”	in	other	words,	“not	you.”		
	
Because	you	can’t	do	it.	You	can’t	achieve	these	blessings.	They’d	be	great	as	ideals	to	shoot	for	if	you	
weren’t	 guaranteed	 to	 crash	 and	 burn.	 That	 leaves	 with	 two	 options.	 On	 the	 one	 hand,	 you	 can	
misuse	the	Law	and	reduce	expectations:	you	can	call	them	“Be-happy-attitudes”	and	say,	“The	more	
you	do	them,	the	more	you’ll	be	blessed.”	But	that’s	not	what	the	Word	says.	Or	you	can	take	them	
seriously	and	say,	“I	can	only	be	blessed	if	I	keep	them,	and	I	can’t	so	I	won’t	be	blessed.”	The	end	of	
that	is	only	despair.		
	
But	there’s	a	better	way.	Let’s	look	at	the	beatitudes	according	to	Christ.		
	
2.	The	Beatitudes	According	to	Christ		
Sinners	can’t	do	anything	perfectly,	but	Jesus	has	done	all	things	well.	And	why	has	He	done	all	things	
well?	For	you.	He’s	done	them	so	that	He	might	give	you	the	blessings.		
	
“Blessed	 are	 the	 poor	 in	 spirit,	 for	 theirs	 is	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven.”	 If	 you	 want	 to	 see	 perfect	
humility,	 look	 at	 Jesus.	 Look	 at	 the	 Son	 of	 God	who	 left	 heaven	 to	 be	 born	 of	Mary	 and	 laid	 in	 a	
manger.	Look	at	the	King	of	kings	who	didn’t	seize	the	world	for	Himself,	but	lived	without	a	home	to	
call	His	own;	and	who	humbly	bore	your	sins	to	the	cross.	Jesus	couldn’t	be	guilty	of	sinful	pride	if	He	
tried:	if	He	said,	“I	deserve	to	be	worshiped	by	everybody,”	He’d	only	be	telling	the	truth.	But	He	went	
about	being	your	Savior	 in	greatest	humility,	so	that	you	might	be	forgiven	your	sins	of	pride.	His	 is	
the	Kingdom	of	Heaven,	and	He	gives	it	to	you.	
		
“Blessed	are	those	who	mourn,	for	they	shall	be	comforted.”	Jesus	mourned.	He	wept	at	the	death	of	
Lazarus,	at	the	wages	of	sin.	He	did	more	than	grieve.	He	went	to	the	cross	to	destroy	death,	to	defeat	
the	 grave.	He	did	 so	with	 the	 confidence	 that	His	 Father	would	 raise	Him	 from	 the	dead,	with	 the	
comfort	 that	His	 death	would	win	 salvation	 for	 all.	 He	 didn’t	 delight	 in	 the	 plight	 of	man	or	 shrug	
and	leave	us	to	condemnation.	He	mourned.	He	mourned	perfectly,	without	ulterior	motive,	so	that	
you	might	be	delivered	from	death	and	be	comforted	with	life.		
	
“Blessed	 are	 the	 meek,	 for	 they	 shall	 inherit	 the	 earth.”	 Jesus	 didn’t	 win	 salvation	 by	 a	 show	 of	
strength,	but	by	His	humble	obedience	even	to	death	on	the	cross.	That’s	how	He	defeated	the	ruler	
of	this	world.	The	earth	is	His	even	now,	but	He	will	create	it	anew	on	the	Last	Day.	He	will	do	that	for	
you.		
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“Blessed	are	those	who	hunger	and	thirst	for	righteousness,	for	they	shall	be	satisfied.”	For	the	sake	
of	your	righteousness,	Jesus	hungered	at	the	start	of	His	ministry	and	thirsted	at	the	end.	He	fasted	in	
the	wilderness	while	resisting	the	devil’s	temptation	so	that	He	might	remain	righteous	and	give	that	
righteousness	 to	you.	On	the	cross,	He	cried	out,	“I	 thirst,”	as	His	Father	condemned	Him	for	all	of	
your	unrighteousness—so	that	your	need	for	forgiveness	might	be	satisfied.		
	
“Blessed	are	the	merciful,	for	they	shall	receive	mercy.”	Christ	mercifully	went	to	the	cross	to	reverse	
the	curse	of	sin.	Raised	from	the	dead,	He	has	mercy	and	grace	to	give	to	you.	
		
“Blessed	are	the	pure	in	heart,	for	they	shall	see	God.”	The	risen,	pure	Son	of	God	has	ascended	into	
heaven,	sits	enthroned	at	His	Father’s	right	hand.	He	sees	God.	And	because	He	has	forgiven	you,	He	
will	raise	you	up	to	heaven,	too.	Purified	by	Him,	you	will	see	God.		
	
“Blessed	are	the	peacemakers,	 for	 they	shall	be	called	sons	of	God.”	The	only-begotten	Son	of	God	
became	flesh	to	restore	peace	between	God	and	sinful	man—that’s	what	the	angels	sang	the	night	He	
was	born.	His	 first	words	to	His	disciples	after	 the	Resurrection	were,	“Peace	be	with	you.”	He	sets	
you	at	peace	with	God	by	forgiving	your	sins.	That	makes	you	a	son	of	God,	an	heir	of	heaven.	
		
“Blessed	are	those	who	are	persecuted	for	righteousness’	sake,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”	
Who	else	 is	this	but	Jesus?	Pilate	even	declared	Him	innocent—righteous—three	times!	But	despite	
that	verdict,	 Jesus	was	scourged,	beaten	and	crucified	precisely	for	being	the	righteous	Son	of	God.	
But	that	suffering	opened	the	way	to	heaven	for	you,	and	the	kingdom	of	heaven	belongs	to	Jesus.		
	
Do	you	see?	If	the	beatitudes	are	about	what	you	are	to	do	in	order	to	be	blessed,	then	they’re	ideals	
that	you	can	never	achieve	and	you’ll	never	be	blessed.	But	Christ	has	done	all	these	things	for	you;	
and	now,	when	He	forgives	your	sins,	He	gives	you	every	last	one	of	these	blessings.		
That	explains	the	final	beatitude.	So	far,	it’s	been	“blessed	are	those	who.”	Now	it’s	“Blessed	are	you:”	
“Blessed	 are	 you	when	 others	 revile	 you	 and	 persecute	 you	 and	 utter	 all	 kinds	 of	 evil	 against	 you	
falsely	on	My	account.”	Why	are	you	blessed—because	you	earn	it	by	being	reviled	and	persecuted?	
No,	but	because	it’s	on	Jesus’	account.	It’s	because	you	bear	His	name,	because	you	are	His.	If	you	are	
His,	then	the	kingdom	of	heaven	and	every	blessing	is	yours.	Rejoice	and	be	glad!	Blessed	are	you!	
		
But	 if	 you’re	 His,	 then	 devil,	 world	 and	 sinful	 flesh	 will	 do	 their	 best	 to	 make	 you	 feel	 reviled,	
persecuted	and	the	target	of	all	sorts	of	evil.	Why?	So	that	you	don’t	believe	you’re	blessed.	So	Jesus	
says,	“Even	if	persecution	and	evil	seek	to	persuade	you	otherwise,	hear	My	Word,	hear	My	promise,	
and	know	that	I	say	you	are	blessed.	For	My	sake,	yours	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”		
	
Dear	 friends,	 you	 are	 blessed	 in	 Christ,	 blessed	 in	 Him	 with	 every	 good	 thing	 from	 God.	 These	
beatitudes	are	the	Word	of	God,	and	we	trust	the	Word	to	be	true	by	faith,	even	if	we	do	not	see	it.	
You	are	not	a	congregation	free	of	trouble.	You	each	have	trials	and	suffering:	some	of	those	are	well-
known	 to	 many	 here,	 others	 are	 far	 more	 private.	 But	 despite	 these	 things,	 know	 that	 you	 are	
blessed.		
	
Are	you	poor	in	spirit,	or	just	plain	poor?	The	devil	will	say	its	proof	God	doesn’t	love	you.	But	Jesus	
says,	“No!	Blessed	are	you!	Even	if	you	have	little	now,	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	yours!”		
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Do	you	mourn?	The	devil	will	use	your	sin	as	proof	that	God	only	curses	you.	Jesus	says,	“Blessed	are	
you!	In	a	dying	world,	 it	will	be	given	to	you	to	mourn.	But	I	will	comfort	you.	 In	heaven	I	will	wipe	
away	every	tear	from	your	eye.”		
	
Are	you	meek?	That’s	not	a	way	to	be	successful	in	a	dog-eat-dog	world,	and	the	world	has	names	for	
you	like	“victim”	or	“sucker,”	which	are	not	synonyms	for	“winner”	or	“blessed.”	But	Jesus	says,	“This	
world	is	passing	away,	and	I	will	create	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth.	It’s	yours.	Blessed	are	you!”		
	
Do	you	hunger	and	thirst	for	righteousness?	If	you	take	your	sinfulness	seriously,	then	of	course	you	
do	 because	 you	 know	what	 you	 lack.	 But	 blessed	 are	 you	 in	 Christ!	 “If	 we	 confess	 our	 sins,	 He	 is	
faithful	and	 just	to	forgive	our	sins,	and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness”	(1	John	1:9).	Christ	
makes	you	righteous,	no	matter	how	your	conscience	and	memory	might	still	accuse	you.	Blessed	are	
you.		
	
Are	you	merciful,	pure	in	heart	and	one	who	desires	peace?	This	is	a	world	where	success	comes	at	
the	expense	of	others,	comes	from	cutting	corners	and	selling	your	soul,	comes	at	dividing	people	to	
gain	power.	Christian	love	may	not	lead	to	much	worldly	success	at	all;	but	Christ	says,	“What	does	it	
profit	a	man	if	he	gains	the	whole	world,	yet	forfeits	his	soul?	Blessed	are	you,	because	I	am	merciful	
to	you.	I	call	you	My	beloved	child.	I	make	you	righteous,	and	you	will	see	Me	face	to	face.”		
	
Dear	friends,	as	a	pastor	I	want	you	all	to	be	blessed.	I	want	you	all	to	be	saints.	In	other	words,	I	pray	
that	you	trust	solely	 in	Christ	for	your	forgiveness	and	salvation	and	not	 look	at	the	beatitudes	as	a	
ladder	to	blessing.	Christ	has	fulfilled	the	beatitudes	perfectly	on	His	way	to	the	cross.	Having	died	for	
your	sins,	He	is	risen	to	give	His	blessings	of	grace	and	life	and	every	good	thing.	By	His	grace,	you	are	
righteous.	If	you	are	righteous,	you	are	holy.	If	you	are	holy,	you	are	sanctified.	If	you	are	sanctified,	
you	are	saints.		
	
Dear	people	of	God,	you	are	saints	of	God	for	Jesus’	sake—because	you	are	forgiven	for	all	of	your	
sins.	In	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Amen.	


